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We discuss a case of a 1 7-year-old white male who intentionally ingested a tick and flea insecticide and was admitted to the emergency room unconscious, with signs and symptoms of cholinergic toxicity. 
Results and DiscussIon
CC-MS analysis is often the most useful test, as it was in this case, in the toxicologic investigation of insecticide poisonings because ofits high sensitivity and specificity and its broad applicability (8). CC-MS analysis ofa urine extract from the patient in this case resulted in a total ion chromatogram that consisted of seven major peaks (Figure   1 ).
The last set ofsix major peaks, with retention times from 5.4 mm to 13.5 mm, had mass spectra that were consistent with the presence of polyethylene glycol, the vehicle used in the insecticide.
These peaks apparently represent a series of polyethylene glycol polymers with different molecular masses. The polyethylene glycol was probably responsible for the diffuse smear noted on the thin-layer chromatogram, but probably did not contribute significantly to the toxicity of the insecticide (9). Polyethylene glycol is not believed to be metabolized to ethylene glycol or other acids that can cause an increased-anion-gap metabolic acidosis (9). The increased anion gap in this patient could be the result of accumulated lactic acid, which was not measured but would probably have been increased because of the severe respiratory acidosis and the seizure the patient suffered. The mass spectrum of the first peak in the total ion chromatograin with a retention time of3.8 mm is shown in Figure  2 . The mass spectrum had a molecular ion peak of 152 Da and a base peak of 110 Da. This spectrum is that of 
